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SQUALL LINE THUNDERSTORMS








The Updraft is typically located in a continuous curtain along the leading edge of the storm.





Watch the leading edge of the storm for possible damaging straight-line winds or a rare gust-front tornado.





Remember that it is rare for a tornado to occur at the leading edge of the storm.  If one does occur it is likely to be weak and short-lived





Occasionally, a Roll Cloud will form ahead of the Squall Line in association with the Gust Front.  This long horizontal cloud is NOT a tornado!





The strongest winds usually occur immediately after the Gust Front passes or just before rain and hail begin.





Watch new cells forming at the Southwest edge of a Squall Line closely.  They may be more severe!





Watch areas near a break in the Squall Line closely.  These cells may be more severe!





A Bow in the Squall Line indicates a greater potential for damaging winds.  Watch these areas carefully!
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GUIDE FOR ESTIMATING HAIL SIZE





Pea Size	    	¼ inch


Marble Size          ½ inch


Dime Size        	¾ inch


Quarter Size     	1 inch


Golfball Size    	1.75 inch


Baseball Size    	2.75 inch





Michigan Calling and Emergency Frequencies:





     Radiotelegraph:  3663 kHz


     Radiotelephone:  3932 kHz


     VHF-FM        146.520 mHz





For more detailed information on ARPSC nets, consult the ARRL Net Directory.





Tornado Safety


In the home, go to the basement or a small interior room nearest the center of the lowest floor.


If caught outside, seek shelter in the nearest ditch or ravine.  Stay as low as possible.


Do NOT stay in mobile homes or vehicles.  Leave and take shelter elsewhere!


Do NOT try to out-run a Tornado in your automobile.  Seek Shelter instead!
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