2012 Skywarn Training

When: Tuesday, February 21, 2012 at 7:00PM

Location: Ferris State University — West Campus Community Center, 1414 Family Drive,
Big Rapids, MI 49307

Cost: FREE but please register

’*

Description: Skywarn is the National Weather Service (NWS) program of trained volunteer severe
weather spotters. Skywarn volunteers support their local community and government by providing
the NWS with timely and accurate severe weather reports. These reports, when integrated with
modern NWS technology, are used to inform communities of the proper actions to take as severe
weather forms. Skywarn, formed in the early 1970's, has historically provided critical severe weather
information to the NWS in time to get the appropriate warnings issued . Thus the key focus of the
Skywarn program is to save lives and property through the use of the observations and reports of
trained volunteers.

Despite the elaborate radar and forecasting equipment at the National Weather Service, they are only
able to determine the potential for severe weather. They rely on reports from the public and law
enforcement.

Accurate and reliable information from the general public is difficult to obtain. Severe weather is
complicated and confusing. The NWS has found that only regular training of weather spotters
improves the quality of information. The National Weather Service (NWS) collaborates with Amateur
Radio organizations and others to put together training programs. The NWS brings its weather
knowledge, the Amateur Radio Service brings its expertise in emergency communications, and
together they work with local government and the Red Cross.

Registration: http://bit.ly/212skywarn




