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From The President’s Desk
First of all, congratulations to all who took and passed the tests during the Ham in a day.  Also thanks to all who made this project happen.   

Check out the revamped club website at ww.braarc.net.

The club will have a booth at the Cadillac swap, we will be installing Anderson power poles.  If you can assist please contact N8PUG or KB8TYJ.  In May is the club dinner, I look forward to seeing you there. Finally, in June is field day, one of my favorite club activities, always the last full weekend in June. This is always a fun weekend, 

73

JIM N8PUG
BRAARC April 2, 2009 Meeting Minutes
Call to order:  7:05pm at Big Rapids DPS, by President Jim N8PUG.  Jim introduced the newest ham Calvin KD8KQC.

Guests:  Casey Duffy, Ben Anderson & Jodi Smith (FSU Students)

Announcements: 

· Net control sheets passed around – Tom KB8TYJ explained net control coordinator position.  If anyone is interested in this position contact Jim N8PUG.

· Michigan QSO Party at the Osceola County EOC Saturday: April 18th from 12 noon to 12 midnight.  All are welcome! Any questions, contact Bill Kelso N8NJA.

· Full-scale Bio-terrorism exercise in Osceola County Thursday: April 16th from 11:30 a.m. – 2 p.m.  Volunteers will be needed to provide basic communications, and to lead squads of vehicles moving into and out of a mobile pharmaceutical clinic.  If you can help, please contact Bill Kelso N8NJA or Tom Behler KB8TYJ.

· ARGYL Hamfest (Amateur Radio Group of Youth in Lowell), Saturday, April 4th 2009. It opens at 8:00am. 

Secretary’s Report: February and March Minutes submitted (discussed and approved)
Treasurer’s report: March 2009 financial report submitted by Sue KC8IFP (discussed and approved)

Old Business

· Ham in a day RECAP – The ham in a day was very successful.  There were 11 students and 5 additional exams.  AARL is impressed that everybody passed.  Discussion of having a “New Ham” class as soon as possible.  
· WARC Cadillac Hamfest – Saturday, May 2, 2009
A motion was made for Sue KC8IFP to order 80’ of 12 gauge wire to sell at the swap meet.  Discussed & approved
· Prices for the power poles and the wire will be set after the ARGYL to see how much stuff is going for.
Tech Corner

Don WA4FRJ talked about the club’s 2 meter repeater and presented maps showing propagation (coverage area of the repeater) and sold copies for $2 each.

New Business

· Girls on the Run communication event May 30th at 9:00am at North End Park.  Tom will put it on the club announcements..

· Jim N8PUG sent around a sign up list for hams who are interested in being Elmers.

· The club dinner will be May 14th at the FSU West Commons building with  social time at 5:30pm and dinner at 6:00pm.  Sue KC8IFP will take reservations.  See club announcements for more details.

· Field Day planning, Don WA4FRJ will contact Jerry Burkirk to reserve the Tractor Club area.  Jim N8PUG and Don WA4FRJ will be in charge.  Sue KC8IFP passed around order sheets for T-shirts & pins for field day, orders will be taken through the May meeting.  
A motion was made for Sue KC8IFP to use up to $250 for expenses for field day. Discussed and  approved)
Program: Mike KD8DIB presented a news report from a past field day.

Wrap up items:

· Val KD8IAM thanked David KC8WGA for his weather station presentation at the Damage Assessment meeting.

· David KC8WGA has been appointed as a new board member as the Youth Activities Director

· Don WA4FRJ and Mike KD8DIB are doing a fox hunt on Saturday, April 18th.  It will be announced on Net for time and location.

· Newsletter Articles – to Phil KC8QOV by 4/13/09

· Club Breakfast – 9am on 4/25/09 at Sharon’s

· Treats: April meeting Val KD8IAM

· 50/50 winner: Patricia KC8IFP
· Next meeting:  5/7/09, 7PM at the Big Rapids Department of Public Safety Building.
Adjourned: 8:29 PM

Minutes taken by Val KD8IAM
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Updated Club Announcements

1.  Important upcoming events:

     A.  BRAARC fox hunt Saturday: April 18th in the morning—-time and location to be announced.  (Stay tuned to club nets for additional information.)

     B.  Full-scale Bio-terrorism exercise in Osceola County Thursday: April 16th from 11:30 a.m. – 2 p.m..  Volunteers will be needed to provide basic communications, and to lead squads of vehicles moving into and out of a mobile pharmaceutical clinic.

If you can help, please contact Bill Kelso (N8NJA), or Tom Behler:   KB8TYJ).

     C.  Michigan QSO Party at the Osceola County EOC Saturday: April 18th from 12 noon to 12 midnight.  All are welcome!

Any questions, contact Bill Kelso (N8NJA).

     D.  Next  club breakfast Saturday: April 25 at 9 a.m. at our new permanent breakfast location--Sharon’s restaurant in Rogers Heights.  Talk-in on the 146.740 Big Rapids 2-meter repeater for anyone needing directions.

(Note the changed date due to the Cadillac swap on Saturday: May 2nd.)

     E.  Anderson Power Pole booth at the Cadillac swap Saturday: May 2nd—set-up at 7 a.m., with swap beginning at 8 a.m.  If you can help, contact Jim Orlowski (N8PUG), or Tom Behler (KB8TYJ).

     F.  Next BRAARC club meeting Thursday: May 7 at 7 p.m. at the Big Rapids Department Of Public Safety Building, 435 N. Michigan in Big Rapids.

     G.  BRAARC Annual Club Dinner Thursday: May 14th at the Ferris State University West Campus Community Center—Social time 5:30;  dinner at 6 p.m.

Cost = approximately $15 per person.  RSVP to Sue Behler (KC8IFP) by our May 7th monthly club meeting.

     H.  Girls On The Run communication event Saturday: May 30th at North End Park in Big Rapids.  Please assemble at the Park at 9 a.m.  The actual run will begin at 10 a.m.  We will use the 440 repeater for our communications.

If you can help, please contact Tom Behler:  KB8TYJ.

     I.  Next Emergency Committee meeting Thursday: June 11 at 7 p.m. at 911 Meceola Central Dispatch.

     J.  Field Day 2009 Saturday: June 27 and Sunday: June 28 at the tractor pull facility just east of Big Rapids.  More details to come.

If you have any questions, or can help, contact Jim Orlowski (N8PUG), or Mike McKay (KD8DIB).

2.  Club nets:

     A.  440 general net on 443.900 repeater Sunday evenings at 7:30 p.m.—

     B.  2-meter general net on 146.74 repeater Tuesday evenings at 9 p.m.

     C.  Local ARES/RACES net on 146.74 2-meter repeater the second and fourth Wednesday of the month at 9 p.m.

3.  If you would like to serve as net control for one or more of the BRAARC club nets, contact Tom Behler:  KB8TYJ).

E-mail:  kb8tyj@arrl.net
or

ttbehler@charter.net
4.  Fritz Pins (NI8E) and Tom Behler (KB8TYJ) have created a new yahoo group for Mecosta And Osceola ARES and RACES.  The users group will be devoted to storing relevant ARES and RACES-related documents, as well as to discussing issues of interest to those concerned.  If you’d like to join this group, go to:

http://health.groups.yahoo.com/group/MOARgroup

**********************************************************************************

What way did he go, Joe?!?

Did you build a Handi-finder this winter?  Do you have a handy talkie with a rubber duck?  Do you have a radio direction finding array you are just itching to try out?   Do you just want to learn more about the fun of fox hunting or radio transmitter hunting?
Then join us for breakfast at Crankers (now a smoke free environment) in Big Rapids on May 16, 2009 at 8AM.  After fueling up with coffee, fried eggs and toast we will proceed to Northend Park about 9AM for fox hunting fun.
We will begin with an overview of techniques for radio direction finding and some practice with the fox in plain view.  As the morning practice progresses, we will cover our eyes and count to ten to allow the fox a few moments to escape and hide.  Northend Park’s expansive boarders and undergrowth will challenge our skills in locating the “fox.”

I hope you can join us for some outdoor fun on May 16, 2009!  

Please note: no animals are harmed during a fox hunt but a few hams may need to take a nap after the fox hunt fun!

Enjoy!

Mike, KD8DIB
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

Brain Teaser 

Three boxes - one containing two black marbles, one containing two white marbles, the third containing one black marble and one white marble - are put before you.  The boxes are labeled to indicate their contents - BB, WW, and BW - but you are told that the tops have been switched so that every box is now incorrectly labeled.  You are asked to take one marble at a time out of any box, without looking inside, and, using this sampling process, to determine the contents of all three boxes.  What is the smallest number of drawings you will need to determine the contents of each box?  Submitted by: Phil, KC8QOV
Answer to last months brain teaser:    Derek is the culprit
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                                                                                 THURSDAY, MAY 14TH 
            FERRIS STATE UNIVERSITY   WEST CAMPUS COMMUNITY CENTER, 

                               5:30 pm  SOCIAL TIME, 6:00 pm  DINNER

                                        $15.00 PER PERSON
Please come join us for a wonderful evening with your fellow HAMS. Our annual CLUB DINNER is held once again at the West Campus Community Center on the Ferris State University Campus.  Social time begins at 5:30 pm and the buffet dinner is served at 6:00 pm.  Please contact Sue Behler, KC8IFP by the Club meeting on May 7th  to let her know if you are coming.  The cost of the dinner is $15.00 per person.  (Make checks payable to BRAARC).  The delicious meal is being catered by the Ferris Food Service and includes:




Tossed salad, Cole slaw, Fresh fruit salad




   Beef Burgundy with Rice,    Chicken Cordon Bleu


    California blend vegetables,  Sliced baked potato with cheese and herbs



        Homemade rolls, Lemon bars, Cookies, Brownies






          Beverages

We look forward to seeing you there – please come and have FUN with your fellow Hams.  Please come and catch up on the latest club news and happenings.  
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Location of SWAP    

The Wexaukee Amateur Radio Club Presents the 47th Annual
           Cadillac Amateur Radio & Computer Swap
Saturday May 2nd           Doors Open at 8 AM           Admission $5.00

Cadillac Junior High School      500 Chestnut Street      Cadillac, Michigan
Come to the Cadillac SWAP and help BRAARC.  This year our club has signed up for 2 tables at the SWAP.  We will be selling Anderson PowerPoles and wire.  There should be plenty of room  for additional equipment you might like to sell.  We plan to set up around 7 am.  If you can’t be there that early, come a little later and take your turn working at the tables.  

          CHANGE IN MONTHLY BREAKFAST
Due to our participation at the Cadillac SWAP the monthly breakfast has been changed to Saturday, April 25th.  Enjoy some good food at Sharon’s Restaurant in Rogers Heights – 9:00 am.
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It’s been a whole year!!  Field Day 2009 will be here before we know it.  Make sure you  are ready for this year’s event by ordering your T-shirt and/or pin today.  The Club will place an order after the May meeting – so let Sue Behler KC8IFP (592-9854)  know which items you would like to purchase. T-shirts are $15.00 each.  Pins are $5.00.  Please make checks payable to BRAARC.  This year the items are hunter green – and oh so stylish.  

T-Shirts are available in Small, Medium, Large, X-Large, 2X, 3X, and 4X.  Pins are one size fits all.  (  Did you know the ARRL also offers water bottles ($5.00)  and field day hats  ($10.00) ? We will only place one order before Field Day – so get your order in early!



Our HAM IN A DAY CLASS resulted in 11 NEW HAMS!!  What a wonderful, successful day!  If you hear any of these people on the air, give them a friendly QSO and welcome them to our hobby and repeater.

Jeffrey Carlsen
KC9PLH


Nathan Stein  KD8KPR

Joseph Aldrich  KD8KPS


Jeffrey Mahar  KD8KPT

Tricia Walding-Smith KD8KPU

Susan Bachinski  KD8KPV

Megan Bolter  KD8KPW


Thomas Beagle  KD8KPX

Wayne Stevens KD8KPY


Chris Wall  KD8KPZ

James Buttleman  KD8KQB


 
    CONGRATULATIONS, CALVIN   KD8KQC
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Does he look happy?  He should!  Congratulations, Calvin McKay on obtaining your Technician Class License.  Calvin is a 5th grade student who has been studying for a couple years.  Now his father, Mike McKay KD8DIB and his mother, Patricia McKay KD8GGD,  can boast about their status as a COMPLETE HAM FAMILY! We can’t wait to hear you on the air, Calvin.  CQ CQ CQ KD8KQC.

                       

The club held a HAM IN A DAY class on Saturday, March 28, 2009.  Jim Orlowski,  Mike McKay, and Shila Kiander were the organizers and main instructors.  Several other club members assisted in running the class.  George Rouman, W8OWN organized another group of hams for the VE session later in the day.  THE DAY WAS A HUGE SUCCESS.  All persons attempting to get a license passed the exams.  There were 11 students for the HAM IN A DAY class.  Four additional people tested for various licenses.  THANKS to everyone who helped out.  The talk is that we should think about holding a VE session at least 3 times a year.  Another HAM IN A DAY class has been discussed, as well as a NEW HAM ORIENTATION class.  Come on out and volunteer to help during these worthwhile activities.
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             Ham In A Day Class

             March 28, 2009
             Ferris State University Campus



Think Spring








